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Participant List 

 
Organization Contact People Contact Information 
Achieve, Inc. 
 
 

Matt Gandal 
Executive Vice President 

1775 Eye Street NW, Suite 410 
Washington, DC 20006 
(202) 419-1540 
mgandal@achieve.org
 

American Youth Policy 
Forum (AYPF) 
 

Betsy Brand 
Director 

1836 Jefferson Place, NW 
Washington, DC  20036 
(202) 775-9731 
bbrand@aypf.org
 

Council of Chief State 
School Officers 
(CCSSO) 

Angela Hernandez-
Marshall 
Senior Associate 
 
Melissa McCabe 
Senior Associate 

One Massachusetts Ave., NW 
Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20001 
(202) 336-7000 
angelahm@ccsso.org
Melissam@ccsso.org
 

Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation 
 

Sandra Licon 
Policy Officer 
Education Advocacy 

601 13th St, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 879-8175 
Sandra.Licon@gatesfoundation.org
 

Holland & Knight 
 

Amy Starzynski 
Senior Council 
 

2099 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 100 
Washington, DC, 20006 
(202) 955-3000 
amy.starzynski@hklaw.com
 

National Association 
for the Advancement of 
Colored People 
(NAACP) 

Michael Wotorson 
National Education 
Director 

4805 Mt. Hope Drive 
Baltimore, MD 21215 
(410) 580-5614  
mwotorson@naacpnet.org
 

National Association of 
State Boards of 
Education (NASBE) 
 

Carlas McCauley 
Project Director 

277 S. Washington Street 
Suite 100 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
(703) 684-4000, ext. 105 
carlasm@nasbe.org   
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National Association of 
Secondary School 
Principals (NASSP) 

Dick Flanary 
Director of Professional 
Development Programs 
 
Honor Fede 
Associate Director 
Professional Development 
Services 
 
Stephen DeWitt 
Associate Director of 
Government Relations 

1904 Association Drive 
Reston, VA 20191 
(703) 860-0200 
flanaryd@principals.org
fedeh@principals.org
dewitts@principals.org

National Conference of 
State Legislatures 
(NCSL) 

Sunny Deye 
Policy Specialist 
Education Program 
 
Julie Bell 
Director 
Education Program 

7700 East First Place 
Denver, CO 80230 
(303) 856-1469 
sunny.deye@ncsl.org   
julie.bell@ncsl.org  

National Council of La 
Raza (NCLR) 
 
 

Melissa Lazarin 
Senior Policy Analyst 
Education Reform 

1126 16th Street NW 
Washington, DC  20036 
(202) 776-1751 
mlazarin@nclr.org
 

National High School 
Alliance (HS Alliance) 
 

Naomi Housman 
Director 
 
Sara Goldware 
Program Associate 
 
Rob Muller 
Consultant 
 
Robin Chait 
Consultant 

4455 Connecticut Avenue NW,  
Suite 310 
Washington, DC  20008 
(202) 822-8405  
housmann@iel.org
goldwares@iel.org
mullerr@iel.org
chaitr@iel.org

National Governors 
Association (NGA) 
 
 

Ilene Berman 
Program Director 
 
David Wakelyn 
Senior Policy Analyst 

444 North Capitol Street NW,  
Suite 267 
Washington, DC 20001 
(202) 624-5300 
iberman@nga.org
dwakelyn@nga.org

State Higher Education 
Executive Officers 
(SHEEO) 

Sharmila Basu Conger 
Policy Analyst 
 
 

3035 Center Green Drive 
Suite 100 
Boulder, CO 80301 
(303) 541-1602  
sbconger@sheeo.org  
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