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Crisis or Possibility is intended to ensure that the energy and knowledge generated in the fall of 2003, when 

high schools emerged on the national agenda, is captured and used to move the nation's leaders forward in 

transforming the traditional American high school.  Based on proceedings from this series of conferences, the 

report identifies seven “key levers for change,” and exposes the gaps and challenges that remain.  As this 

report points out, the conversation has just begun, and much work yet remains to be done, in advance of the 

public outcry that will surely erupt when the urgency of this crisis hits home. 

 

This report was made possible with additional support from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, and the 

general support of the HS Alliance’s other funders, W.K. Kellogg Foundation and Carnegie Corporation of New 

York.  Copies of the report are available from the National High School Alliance Web site:  www.hsalliance.org.  

For more information, contact Naomi Housman, Coordinator, HS Alliance, (202) 822-8405 ext. 131, or 

housmann@iel.org. 

 

The National High School Alliance (HS Alliance), established in 2002, is a partnership of over forty 

organizations whose leaders share a vision for a nationwide commitment to fostering high achievement, 

closing the achievement gap, and promoting civic and personal growth among all youth in our high schools and 

communities. These partner organizations have committed to work together to achieve this vision by 

individually and collectively informing policy, practice, research, and promoting public engagement and 

awareness.  For more information about the HS Alliance, visit the Web site:  www.hsalliance.org.  The HS 

Alliance is funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Carnegie Corporation of New York, and the W.K. 

Kellogg Foundation, and is housed and staffed by the Institute for Educational Leadership, Washington, DC.  
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