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The National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) is a bipartisan, nonprofit organization that 
serves the nation’s legislators and staff.  NCSL was formed in 1975 to improve the quality and 
effectiveness of state legislatures, to foster interstate communication and cooperation, and to ensure 
states a strong, cohesive voice in the federal system.  NCSL provides research and publications, 
consulting services, and the opportunity for policymakers to exchange ideas and communicate with 
each other about the most pressing problems states face as well as solutions that work.  The NCSL 
Education Program works with state legislators on all issues related to school readiness, the K-12 
system, and higher education.  Over the last two years, the program has been working closely with 
legislators and staff on high school reform issues.   
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